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Of the sports preferred, another survey indicated baseball or softball as
the favorite of 39 per cent of enlisted men, football of 18 per cent, basketball
of ii per cent, swimming of 6 per cent, and boxing of 4 per cent. Various
other outdoor sports were preferred by 16 per cent, and other indoor sports by
6 per cent. In the same survey it was discovered that 4 enlisted men out of
every 10 in the United States said that they were not given enough opportunity
to take part in sports and athletics, 3 out of 10 said their outfits did not have
enough athletic equipment, and 3 out of 10 indicated that the sports and the
athletic programs in their outfits were poorly arranged.26

A high percentage of men spent their leisure time with magazines and
books. It was shown that at least five out of six of our men in England read
the enlisted man's weekly paper, Yank, a publication which was edited en-
tirely by enlisted men. Only i man in roo called it "poor." The daily news-
paper, Stars and Stripes was read by a slightly larger proportion of the men
in England, but it was not as well liked as Yank.

As to the choice of books, a large group of soldiers in England were asked
the question: "If you were to spend an evening in camp reading, what type
book would you prefer?" The answers revealed the following information: 2T

Recent novels of the best-seller type              26%

Mystery and detective novels                       25%

Adventure and romance stories                    14%

Historical novels                                        13%

Western novels                                          10%

Nonfiction                                                  j%

Classics           ,                                           5%

The libraries were widely used, but their use depended in considerable
degree on their proximity to the reader. Approximately 5 1 per cent of the men
did not use the libraries; of those who did, the frequency of use was in-
fluenced largely by educational background.28

Used Library                              Never Used Library

Within 2 weeks           Not within 2 weeks

Grade school             13%                             24%                             63%

High school              23%                             33%

College                     47%

The soldiers attitude toward his postwar plans. Throughout the entire
period of service most soldiers gave considerable thought to the future and
their own particular postwar hopes. However engrossed a man was in the all-
26 what tie Soldier Thinks, No. 2, Report 58, Aug., 1943, PP- 69-71-
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28 What the Soldier Thinks, Report 46, Dec-* 1942, p. 63.